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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 010759 
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SUBJECT: GULF OIL INTEREST IN THE CONGO 

REF: BRAZZAVILLE 17 

1 . GULF OIL'S WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE INFORMED 
DEPARTMENT JANUARY 13 THAT COMPANY PREPARED TO PRESENT 

A PROPOSAL TO CONGOLESE RELATING TO PETROLEUM EXPLORATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT. ACCORDING TO REPRESENTATIVE, GULF HAS 
TALKED TO OFFICIALS OF HYDRO-CONGO IN PARIS AND HOUSTON. 

BUT THAT HYDRO-CONGO FAILED TO KEEP APPOINTMENT THIS WEEK 
IN HOUSTON. 

2. GULF IS READY TO SEND HIGH-LEVEL, FRENCH-SPEAKING 
OFFICIAL TO BRAZZAVILLE OR PARIS TO MEET WITH CONGOLESE 
OFFICIALS. BUT IN VIEW OF WHAT IT SEES AS UNCLEAR SIGNALS 
FROM HYDRO-CONGO. COMPANY WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHETHER IT 
SHOULD DEAL HENCEFORTH DIRECTLY WITH MINISTER OF ENERGY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ADADA OR CONTINUE NEGOTIATING WITH HYDRO-CONGO. VANCE 
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